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creating this myth of the irresistible power of the Nazis
he had also created fear. The most brilliant passages in
Mein Kampf are devoted to an analysis of propaganda as
a means of destroying your enemy. Hitler points out that
the social democracy which he was determined to over-
throw, first in Germany and then abroad, was controlled
by politicians who were concerned with their personal
position, and whose lives were bounded by the petty game
of Party politics in which the first concern was always to
gain as many votes as possible. He expresses surprise that
this Parliamentary system had so stubborn a hold, but he
is able to find in it two great weaknesses. The first, is
the cowardice of many politicians and trade union leaders
when they are physically in danger. The Nazis have
always realised that civilised people will run the risk of
death, but cannot endure a life of terror. The threat of
torture, the fear of being beaten up in the street, the
ultimate horror of the concentration camps are the most
effective weapon against those enemies who cannot be
won over by propaganda. Secondly, Hitler sees that these
politicians and trade union leaders are often the servants
of a Party machine which keeps them in comfort and which
isolates them from the rank and file of their followers. In
a memorable passage he points out that vote-catching
is not the same thing as leadership; common men and
women who vote for political leaders have no fundamental
trust in them and do not believe that the promises
made on the platform will be made good if the effort to
fulfil them means personal risk to the politicians who give
them. He contrasts such political leadership with that of
the soldier who must die with his comrades once the order
to advance has been given. He declares that it is the first
attribute of the genuine leader to think out a line of action
to which he will adhere whatever befalls. And he comments
on the serious effect upon the prestige of a leader if he advo-
cates a line of policy from which he must later retreat. It is a
sober fact that the programme which he lays down for